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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

The  year  1943  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  public  health  was 
largeU  uneventful.  Mortality,  apart  from  that  associated  with  the 
influenza  epidemic  at  the  end  of  the  year,  was  low  and  the  observa- 
tions of  famity  doctors  on  increasing  calls  pointed  to  a war  time 
morbidity  fundamentally  related  to  psychological  and  nervous 
origins  rather  than  to  epidemic  sickness. 

Milk  supplies  were,  from  the  qualitative  aspect,  a source  of 
much  disquiet  but  there  is  evidence  that  supplies  have  improved 
in  cleanliness  during  the  current  year.  The  record  of  tuberculous 
milk,  however,  presents  a melancholy  picture  that  should  bring  a 
protest  from  every  thinking  citizen. 

In  the  field  of  maternity  and  child  welfare  some  administrative 
improvement  has  been  achieved  though  the  home  help  scheme  is 
largely  a failure  through  inability  to  obtain  suitable  home  helps. 
Quantitative  inadequacy  of  health  visiting  staff  is  a major  defect 
in  the  present  scheme  and  I am  of  the  opinion  that  a resumption 
of  the  drop  in  infant  mortality  awaits  the  strengthening  of  the 
health  visiting  staff. 

The  fundamental  feature  of  an  environmental  health  service  is 
daily  contact  with  the  people  in  their  family  environment  and  the 
success  of  a service  depends  mainly  on  those  members  of  the  staff 
who,  in  all  weathers,  are  abroad  helping  to  solve  the  problems  of 
the  householder  and  the  parent.  There  is  much  owing  to  those, 
among  whom  are  some  now  past  the  normal  age  of  retirement, 
who  are  undertaking  this  difficult  and  laborious  work. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  S.  G.  BURNETT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

December,  1944. 

Public  Health  Department, 

Town  HaU, 

Chadderton. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

POPULATION. 

The  number  of  live  births  occurring  in  the  area  continues  to 
exceed  the  number  of  deaths  and  the  combination  of  a smaller 
death  rate  together  with  the  highest  birth  rate  recorded  since  the 
peak  occurring  after  the  last  war  has  resulted  this  year  in  a natural 
increase  in  population  that  has  not  been  exceeded  since  1921. 


TABLE  1. 

NATURAL  INCREASE  OF  POPULATION. 

1943 

+184 

1932  

— 29 

1942 

+147 

1931  

— 23 

1941 

+87 

1930  

— 17 

1940 

+ 43 

1929  

—105 

1939 

+117 

1928  

+ 6 

1938 

+151 

1927  

+ 48 

1937 

+ 82 

1926  

— 6 

1936 

— 28 

1925 

+ 66 

1935 

— 61 

1924  

+ 134 

1934 

+ 10 

1923  

+ 9.5 

1933 

— 68 

1922  

1921  

+ 158 
+ 220 

This  trend  is  consequent  on  the  number  of  yormg  married, 
couples  settling  in  the  area  during  the  building  boom  of  the  middle 
thirties  and  it  is  practically  certain  to  continue  for  some  time  after.v 
the  conclusion  of  the  present  war.  The  average  age  of  the  popula- 
tion is  probably  lower  than  those  obtaining  in  the  neighbouring  . 
older  towns  and  as  any  further  post  war  influx  is  likely  to  be  of 
younger  people,  the  average  age  of  the  local  population  is  likely  to 
remain  low  and  the  population  is  likely  to  continue  increasing 
naturally  as  well  as  by  immigration. 

BikTHS. 

The  number  of  live  births  assigned  to  the  town  in  1943  was 
543  representing  an  annual  birth  rate  of  18.5  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  as  compared  with  a figure  of  16.5  for  England  and 
Wales  and  19.4  for  the  148  Smaller  Towns.  The  gradual  increase 
in  the  local  birth  rate  is  not  entirety  a phenomenon  of  the  war,  for 
the  nadir  was  reached  in  1933  when  the  financial  depression  was 
acute  and  unemployment  rife,  but  is  primarily  related  to  the  influx 
of  newly  married  couples  of  reproductive  age  coincident  with  the 
erection  of  over  2,300  houses  in  the  five  years  immediately  pre- 
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TABLE  2; 


Year 

Birth 

Rate 

Crude 

Death 

Rate 

Zymotic 
Death 
i Rate 

' Infant 

1 Mortality 
j Rate 

Cancer 

1 Death 
' Rate  ' 

1912 

24.2 

17.0 

- 1.43 

i 136 

1.0 

1913 

25.0 

13.7 

i 1.57 

116 

' 0.6 

1914 

24.1 

15  2 

1.8H 

10  i 

1.0 

1915 

22.1 

15  4 

1.43 

124 

1 0.9 

19!6 

18.6 

143 

1.19 

88 

i 0.9 

1917 

16.6 

15  0 

1.14 

86 

1 

1918 

15.7 

20.6 

0.99 

117 

1.0 

1919 

13.3 

139 

0.35 

126 

! 1-2 

1920 

23  2 

il  8 

0.74 

98 

! 1.2 

1921 

20.2 

12.7 

0.57 

104 

i 1.3 

1922  I 

18.9 

13  5 

0.64 

66 

! 1.1 

1923 

17.0 

i 13  7 

0.47 

110 

1.2 

1924  1 

15.1 

1 10.5 

0.27 

79 

1.4 

1925  i 

15.3 

14  0 

0.59 

110 

* 1.0 

1926 

13.4 

t 14  0 

0.32 

134 

i 1.3 

1927 

15.7 

i 13.9 

0.29 

92 

1 12 

1928 

12.9 

12  7 

0.21 

74 

1 1.6 

1929 

12.0 

15  7 

0.66 

116 

1.4 

1930  1 

11.7 

12.3 

0.25  ! 

80 

* 1.6 

1931  ' 

12.3 

13  2 

0.18  1 

78 

1.4 

1932  i 

12.5 

13  3 

0.50  1 

60 

20 

1933 

10.8 

133 

0.25 

66 

1.3 

1934  ! 

13.0 

12  6 

0.36 

61 

1.4 

1935 

11.4 

13  6 

0.28  I 

63 

1.9 

1936 

12  3 

13  3 

0.45  j 

77 

1.8 

1937 

14.9 

12  1 

0.30 

68 

1.5 

1938 

16.3 

11.3 

0.19 

42 

1.9 

1939 

156 

11.8 

0.19  : 

50 

1.7 

1940 

15.8 

14  4 

0.13  1 

59 

2.4 

1941. 

15.6 

12.7 

0.10  i 

4^ 

1.8 

1942 

17.7 

12  7 

0.13 

51 

1.7 

1943 

18.6 

1 

12  3 

0.10  , 

1 

46 

1.8 
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• ceding  the  outbreak  of  war.  There  is  reason  to  believe,  however, 
that  in  recent  years  the  desire  to  possess  a family  and  to  create 
family  life  within  the  home  has  played  a more  profound  part  in 
> increasing  the  birth  rate  than  some  have  ' been  prepared  to 
recognise.  During  1943,  11  legalised  adoptions  were  notified  as 
^having  been  carried  through  by  Ghadderton  parents  who  were 
1 usually  but  not  always  childless  couples  who  had  been  married  for 
some  years. 

MARRIAGES. 

There  is  a difficulty  in  recording  marriages  for  the  Urban 
District  in  so  far  as  the  District  Registry  Office  is  situated^  in 
Oldham  but  a reasonable  figure  may  be  arrived  at  representing  the^ 
sum  of  the  marriages , occurring  within  the  district  plus  those 
marriages  taking  place  at  the  District  Registry  Office  where  both 
parties  are  Ghadderton  residents  and  where  the  female  only  is  a 
Ghadderton  resident.  The  number  of  marriages  on  this  basis 
during  1943  was  209. 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  recorded  for  Ghadderton  during  1943 
was  359  giving  a crude  death  rate  of  12.2  per  1,000  of  the  popula- 
tion as  compared  with  12.1  for  England  and  Wales  generally  and 
12.7  for  the  148  Smaller  Towns. 


TABLE  3. 

Age  and  Ward  Incidence  of  Deaths  Occurring 

in  1943. 

Under 

Ward  1 

1- 

2- 

5-  15- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

75  and 
upwards 

Total 

North  ...  7 

2 

2 

2 3 

13 

37 

30 

27 

123 

Central  ...  6 

2 

1 

1 3 

7 

25 

30 

29 

104 

South  ...  10 

4 

— 

2 5 

4 

45 

36 

26 

132 

Total...  23 

8 

3 

5 11 

24 

107 

96 

82 

359 

Judged  by  mortality  1943  was  a healthy  year  marred  only  by 
the  occurrence  of  the  influenza  epidemic  in  the  last  quarter  when 
the  number  of  deaths  was  practically  double  that  of  the  preceding 
quarter. 


TABLE  4. 

Seasonal  Incidence  of  Deaths  Occurring  since  1936. 


Deaths  Occurring 


during  : — 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1st  Quarter  ...  . 

..  123 

121 

94 

113 

165 

131 

136 

98 

2nd  Quarter 

..  85 

73 

75 

80 

89 

83 

87 

67 

3rd  Quarter  ...  . 

..  69 

79 

84 

71 

103 

85 

67 

65 

4th  Quarter  ...  . 

..  98 

85 

90 

99 

84 

87 

86 

129 

Total  . 

..  375 

358 

343 

363 

441 

386 

376 

359 
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Respiratory  diseases  continue  to  play  a dominant  part  in  the 
mortality  of  the  area  and  including  influenza  and  respiratory 
tuberculosis  a good  deal  more  than  one  quarter  of  the  deaths  in 
1943  fell  within  this  category.  While  some  of  this  mortality  is 
directly  attributable  to  the  influenza  epidemic  it  is  disconcerting 
to  note  that  the  general  tuberculosis  rate  which  reached  its  lowest 
level  in  1940  has  since  risen  steadily  to  reach  the  highest  level 
since  1934. 


TABLE  5. 

Causes  of  Death  Expressed  as  a Ratio  of 
Total  Chadderton  Deaths. 


Proportion  per  1,000  deaths  from  all  causes. 
Cause  of  Death  1943  1942  1941  1940  1938  1935  1930  1925 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and 


circulatory  system  

Bronchitis,  pneumonia  and 

, 312 

353 

401 

242 

324 

307 

264 

165 

other  respiratory  diseases 
(excluding  influenza) 

161 

165 

142 

186 

108 

119 

162 

184 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  . . . 

150 

138 

145 

165 

163 

138 

131 

75 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

56 

45 

28 

23 

55 

26 

57 

64 

TABLE  6. 


Corresponding  Figures — England  and  Wales. 

Proportion  per  1,000  deaths  from  all  causes. 
Cause  of  Death.  1938  1935  1930  1925 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and 
circulatory  system  

327 

295 

245 

177 

Bronchitis,  pneumonia  and 
other  respiratory  diseases 
(excluding  influenza) 

n 

99 

114 

165 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

143 

135 

127 

110 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

55 

62 

79 

85 

The  cancer  death  rate  continues  high  in  an  area  where  the 
population  in  the  main  is  young.  The  average  age  at  death  among 
women  was  64,  among  men  60  and  62  for  the  cancer  group  as  a 
whole. 

The  1943  zymotic  death  rate  at  0.10  per  1,000  of  the  popula- 
tion, together  with  that  of  1941,  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  and 
arises  from  the  insignificant  diphtheria  mortality  since  immunisa- 
tion became  effective,  the  absence  of  death  amongst  measles  and 
whooping  cough  cases  and  the  continued  mildness  of  scarlet  fever. 
The  only  persistent  offender  among  the  seven  principal  zymotic 
diseases  is  diarrhoea  under  two  years  although  here  also  the  total 
number  of  deaths  is  only  half  that  occurring  twenty  years  ago. 
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TABLE  7. 

Causes  of  Death  in  Chadderton  during  the  year  1943. 

Causes  of  death 

Males 

Females 

1. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever... 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

-■  F~ 

5. 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ... 

• 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system... 

9 

5 

7. 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis... 

2 

4 

8. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

— 

9. 

Influenza 

13 

11 

10. 

Measles 

— 

11. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and 
polioencephalitis... 

— 

— ■ 

12. 

Acute  infectious  encephalitis 

— 

13. 

M. — Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and 

oesophagus  ...  ...  . . ' ’ 

3 

13. 

F. — Cancer  of  uterus 

- — 

5 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

3 

. 6 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

7 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

16 

14 

17. 

Diabetes 

1 

4 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

10 

15 

19. 

Heart  disease  ...  ...  ... 

45 

39 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

1 

2 

21. 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ... 

20 

18 

22. 

Pneumonia  ... 

10 

6 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

• 4 

— 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

. 5 

— 

25. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ... 

2 

— ... 

26. 

Appendicitis  ... 

1 

2 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases- 

2 

7 

28. 

Nephritis 

3 

■4! 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis... 

— 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes’ 

— 

2 

-31. 

Premature  birth  ...  ...  ... 

2 

3 

32. 

Congenital  malformation,  birth 

injury , infantile  diseases  ... 

4 

1 > 

33. 

Suicide 

1 

. 2 

34. 

Road  traffic  accidents 

1 

— 

35. 

Other  violent  causes...  ...  ... 

4 

. 5 

3^. 

All  other  causes  ...  ... 

16 

. T8  - . 

All  causes 

178 

181 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


During  the  year  a decision  was  taken  whereby  increasing  use 
will  be  made  of  the  facilities  provided  by  the  Central  Council  for 
Health  Education.  A lecture  on  venereal  disease  was  given  to 
200  members  of  the  general  civil  defence  services  and  in  co-opera- 
tion with  the  Ministry  of  Information  a film  on  the  same  subject 
was  publicly  exhibited. 

An  annual  grant  of  £1  10s.  Od.  is  now  made  to  the  Central 
Council  for  Health  Education. 

Under  the  provisions  of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2734  insulin 
is  now  supplied  without  charge  to  certain  inhabitants  of  the  district 
who  are  suffering  from  diabetes. 

As  a consequence  of  the  recruitment  to  His  Majesty's  Forces 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  neighbouring  Borough  of 
Middleton,  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  invited  to  undertake 
temporarily  the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Department  of 
that  Authority  in  addition  to  his  present  duties.  The  whole  time 
medical  work  of  the  two  departments  is  temporarily  being  carried 
out  on  an  equal  basis  by  one  Medical  Officer  of  Health  together 
with  a full  time  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  general  health  services  otherwise  remain  unaltered. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS. 

Under  Section  203  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  548  live 
births  and  22  stillbirths  were  notified  during  1943. 

MIDWIFERY  AND  MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

The  liaison  between  the  Authority’s  maternity  service  and 
the  midwifery  service  of  the  County  Council  was  continued 
throughout  the  year,  and  the  general  scheme  of  domiciliary 
midwifery  was  further  strengthened  by  the  Council’s  decision  to 
implement  a scheme  for  the  provision  of  home  helps  under  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1622  dated  the  7th  May  1937 
approved  in  principle  in  October  1942.  The  scheme  which  pro- 
vides assistance  during  confinement  is  seriously  affected  by  a lack 
of  suitable  women  willing  to  undertake  the  work. 

• In  respect  of  its  maternity  service  this  Authority  now  provides 
a consultant  obstetric  surgeon  to  be  at  the  call  of  doctors  needing 
assistance  in  difficult  or  complicated  cases  of  childbirth  and  to 
give,  where  required,  a second  opinion  upon  cases  of  puerperal 
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pyrexia.  The  services  of  the  emergency  maternity  unit  of  St. 
Mary's  Hospitals  are  available  where  required  by  a local 
practitioner  and  the  consultant  obstetric  surgeon  attends  on  the 
fourth  Monday  of  each  month  at  the  ante-natal  clinic  where  private 
patients  of  local  practitioners  are  seen  in  addition  to  patients 
referred  from  the  routine  weekly  ante-natal  clinics.  A sum  of 
£20  per  annum  is  paid  and  a further  sum  of  £10  is  earmarked,  from 
the  Council’s  general  contribution  to  the  Manchester  and  Salford 
Charities  Fund,  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospitals  in  respect  of  in-patient 
treatment  of  cases  referred  by  the  Authority.  The  supply  of 
dried  milks,  vitamins  and  iron  products  has  been  maintained 
during  the  war  and  complete  dental  treatment  is  available  for 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children  up  to  5 years  of  age. 


MATERNITY  SERVICES. 


The  trend  towards  institutional  confinement  continues  as  is 
shown  in  Table  8. 


TABLE  8.  ^ 

Number  of  Chadderton  Births  Notified. 


Year 

Boundary 

Park 

Municipal 

St. 

Mary’s 

Greenacres 

North 

Manchester 

Maternity 

Others 

Total 

Hospital 

Total 

Domiciliary 

Total 

1933 

Hospital 

78 

13 

2 

Home 

8 

Births 

101 

Births 

224 

325 

1934 

98 

16 

16 

1 

16 

147 

221 

368 

1935 

105 

7 

16 

5 

15 

148 

217 

365 

1936 

107 

15 

21 

6 

14 

163 

210 

373 

1937 

143 

23 

20 

14 

37 

237 

233 

470 

1938 

146 

16 

29 

12 

35 

238 

308 

546 

1939 

160 

16 

34 

18 

30 

258 

266 

524 

1940 

158 

12 

31 

17 

30 

248 

246 

494 

1941 

215 

9 

— 

11 

19 

254 

240 

494 

1942 

276 

12 

— 

9 

26 

323 

198 

521 

1943 

289 

15 

— 

7 

38 

349 

221 

570 

The  marked  increase  in  confinements  which  is  demonstrated 
in  Table  8 as  having  occurred  since  1933  has  been  met  entirely  by 
confinement  in  hospital,  a feature  which  has  been  particularly 
evident  since  the  opening  of  the  new  maternity  wing  at  Boundary 
Park  General  Hospital,  Oldham. 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 


Two  maternal  deaths  occurred  during  1943,  one  from  obstetric 
shock  in  association  with  retained  placenta,  and  one  from  sepsis 
in  association  with  difficult  labour  and  caesarean  section. 

No  death  has  occurred  amongst  women  attending  the  ante- 
natal clinic  since  its  inception  in  1938. 


ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 

130  women  attended  the  clinic  during  1943  of  whom  6 were 
referred  to  and  subsequently  delivered  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospitals, 
Manchester. 


STILLBIRTHS. 

22  stillbirths  were  notified  during  1943  representing  a rate  of 
38.9  per  1,000  total  births  and  0.75  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
The  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales  is  0.51  and  for 
the  148  Smaller  Towns  0.61.  The  stillbirth  rate  fell  steeply  and 
regularly  from  1938  when  it  was  62  per  1,000  total  births  to  1942 
when  it  was  18.5.  The  equally  abrupt  rise  in  1943  cannot  be 
viewed  with  equanimity. 


POST-NATAL  SERVICES. 

No  "ad  hoc"  clinic  has  been  established  but  9 cases  were 
referred  to  the  obstetric  surgeon  at  the  ante-natal  clinic  for  special 
advice  and  treatment. 


CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES. 

The  usual  clinic  services,  including  dental  treatment,  ultra 
violet  therapy  and  orthopaedic  treatment  were  continued  through- 
out the  year.  No  special  arrangement  for  hospital  treatment 
exists  except  in  respect  of  orthopaedic  treatment  at  Biddulph 
Orthopaedic  Hospital,  but  the  Council  this  year  made  a grant  of 
eight  guineas  to  the  Royal  Children’s  Hospital,  Manchester. 

A record  of  home  visits  by  Health  Visitors  and  of  attendance.^ 
at  M.  & C.W.  centres  since  1938  is  given  in  Table  9. 
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TABLE  9 

CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS.  1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

No.  of  children  who  attended  for  the 
first  time  during  the  year  and  who, 
on  the  date  of  their  first  attendance 

were : — 

(i)  under  1 year  of  age  

431 

363 

381 

356 

459 

435 

(ii)  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 yrs. 

65 

43 

88 

59 

32 

47 

Percentage  of  notified  births  repre- 
sented by  the  number  of  children 
who  on  the  date  of  their  first 
attendance  were  under  1 year  of  age 

83.2 

72.6 

80.0 

75.3 

87.8 

79.4 

Number  who  attended  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  were : — 

(i)  under  1 year  of  age  

361 

324 

278 

263, 

336 

342 

(ii)  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 3^rs. 

642 

638 

536 

502 

492 

545 

Number  of  attendances  by  children  : — 
(i)  under  1 year  of  age  

9058 

6888 

6270 

6962 

7243 

8194 

(ii)  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 yrs. 

7303 

6144 

4496 

5769 

4453 

4659 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  attended 

190 

119 

162 

159 

134 

130 

Number  of  attendances  by  expectant 
mothers  

659 

393 

443 

575 

380 

382 

Percentage  of  total  notified  live  and 
still  births  represented  by  the 
number  of  expectant  mothers  who 
attended  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  

34.8 

-f 

21.0 

30.5 

32.7 

24.7 

23.8 

GYNECOLOGICAL  AND 
POST-NATAL  CLINICS. 

Number  of  mothers  attended 

23 

10, 

10 

9 

4 

9 

Number  of  attendances 

35 

11 

24 

11 

5 

21 

HEALTH  VISITING. 

(i)  To  expectant  mothers 

First  Visits  

187 

212 

205 

252 

214 

203 

Total  visits  

374 

370 

366 

447 

292. 

305 

(ii)  To  children  under  1 year  of  age 

First  visits  523 

492 

463 

472 

503 

545 

Total  visits  

3629 

2922 

3098 

3286 

3041 

3161: 

(iii)  To  children  between  the  ages 
of  1 and  5 years : — 

Total  visits  

4792 

3842 

4457 

5198 

4819 

•5219 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Infant  deaths  during  1943  amounted  to  25  giving  a mortality 
rate  of  46  per  I,0C0  live  births.  The  corresponding  rates  for 
England  and  Wales  and  the  148  Smaller  Towns  were  49  and 
46  respectively. 

Table  2 shows  the  rate  of  infant  mortality  in  Chadderton  since 
1912.  In  1938  steps  were  taken  to  re-organise  the  maternity  and 
child  welfare  services  in  Chadderton  and  coincidentally  infant 
mortality  fell  by  one-third,'  far  outpassing  the  national  rate.  Since 
then  the  latter  has  slowly  fallen  until  once  again  it  approxinsates 
to  the  local  rate. 

During  1943  this  Authority  agreed  to  participate  in  a regional 
scheme  for  the  better  care  of  illegitimate  children  under  the 
provisions  of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2866  and  in  the  current 
year  steps  are  being  taken  to  improve  the  care  and  supervision  of 
premature  infants.  The  fundamental  feature  of  a satisfactory 
welfare  service  however,  is  systematic  home  visiting  by  qualified 
Health  Visitors  and  it  is  not  practicable  for  two  Health  Visitors, 
however  loyal  or  zealous  they  are,  to  deal  adequately  with  a child 
population  under  5 years  of  more  than  2,300.  An  increase  in 
health  visiting  staff  by  the  appointment  of  two  more  qualified 
visitors  is  overdue. 

Infant  deaths  for  1943  are  shown  in  Table  10  grouped  accord- 
ing to  age  and  cause  of  death. 


Cause  of 
Death 

1 

day 

1-7 

days 

TABLE  10. 

Infant  Mortality. 

1-4 

weeks  Total 

1-3 

m’ths 

3-6 

m’ths 

6-12 

m’ths 

Total 

Prematurity 

1 

1 

3 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

6 

Laryngitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Asphyxia  . . . 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Otitis  Media 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Spina  bifida 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Marasmus  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Bronchitis  ... 

— 

. — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Gastro 

enteritis  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Convulsions  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Total  ... 

3 

1 

7 

11 

6 

4 

4 

25 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia.  No  case  was  notified  during  1943  but 
one  death  occurred  in  a Nursing  Home  outside  the  area. 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum.  One  case  was  notified  and  re- 
covered after  treatment. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  T\vo  cases  notified  during  1943 
recovered  at  home  without  subsequent  impairment  of  vision. 

Other  Infectious  Diseases.  The  number  of  cases  occurring 
and  deaths  occurring  from  infectious  diseases  are  shown  in 
Table  II. 


TABLE  11. 

Infectious  Diseases  in  Children  under  Five  Years. 


0-1 

3^ear 

1-5  years 

Disease 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases  Deaths 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

1 — 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

— 

39  — 

Pneumonia 

1 

6 

7 2 

Non-Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

— 

— 

3 2 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

— 

72  — 

Measles  ...  ...  j ... 

8 

— 

96  — 

PROVISION  OF  MEALS  AND  MILK. 

8,919  lbs.  of  dried  milk  were  disposed  of,  515  packets  being 
supplied  without  charge  to  the  recipient. 

Vitamins  and  iron  products  are  available  also  at  the  Welfare 
Centres. 

CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  this  work  par- 
ticulars of  which  are  given  below. 


TABLE  12. 

Number  of  persons  on  the  Register  who  are  receiving  children  for 

reward  at  the  end  of  the  year 

Number  of  children  on  the  Register  : — 

2 

(i) 

at  the  end  of  the  year 

2 

(ii) 

who  died  during  the  year 

— 

(iii) 

on  whom  inquests  were  held  during  the  year 

— 

(iv) 

Number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  ... 

8 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  each  year 
since  1914  is  shown,  classified  according  to  the  particular  disease 
in  Table  14,  whilst  the  ward  incidence  of  certain  of  the  notifiable 
diseases  during  each  of  the  last  eleven  years  is  shown  in  Table  16. 
The  number  of  deaths  from  certain  diseases  occurring  in  each 
year  since  1914  is  shown  in  Table  17. 

SMALLPOX. 

No  case  of  this  'disease  has  occurred  since  1930. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

As  was  forecast  in  last  year’s  report  this  disease  increased  in 
incidence  and  during  1943  reached  a peak  of  185  representing  the 
highest  number  of  cases  occurring  since  1921.  In  contrast  with 
that  period  however,  scarlet  fever  at  present  is  characterised  by 
its  extreme  mildness  and  no  death  has  occurred  from  it  since  1935. 
65%  of  the  cases  were^  at  the  request  of  family  practitioners, 
admitted  to  various  hospitals.  The  southern  portion  of  the  town 
^as  most  alfected  and  the  period  of  greatest  incidence  occurred 
during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year.  Nearly  one-quarter  of  the 
cases  were  under  5 years  of  age  and  about  one-eighth  were  over 
school  age. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

During  1943,  19  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  the  area.  One 
unimmunised  case  of  severe  naso-phar3/ngeal  diphtheria  on  which 
the  family  doctor  was  consulted  on  the  4th  da^^  was  immediately 
transferred  to  hospital  but  died  11  da3/s  after  admission. 


TABLE 

13. 

Diphtheria  Attack  Rate  : — 

England  and 

Smaller 

Year 

Chadderton 

Wales 

Tovms 

1938  

1.91 

1.58 

1.53 

1939  

0.62 

1.14 

1.16 

1940  ...  ... 

0.36 

1.16 

1.21 

1941  

0.30 

1.25 

1.19 

1942  

0.71 

1.05 

0.91 

1943  ...  ... 

0.65  ... 

0.88 

0.77 

Diphtheria  Death  Rate  : — 

1938  ... 

0.16 

0.07 

0.06 

1939  

0.06 

0.05 

0.04 

1940  

0.00 

0.06 

0.05 

1941  

0.00 

0.07 

0.06 

1942  

0.04 

0.05 

0.04 

1943  

0.03 

0.03 

0.04 
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Comparative  attack  rates  and  death  rates  are  shown  in  Table  13, 
from  which  it  is  evident  that  the  local  attack  rate  has  remained 
below  the  rates  for  both  England  and  Wales  and  for  the  Smaller 
Towns  since  1939,  and  that  the  death  rate  for  the  past  four  years 
is  represented  by  a total  of  two  deaths. 

There  has  been  some  inevitable  falling  off  this  year  in  the 
number  of  new  cases  completing  inoculation  but  the  number 
dealt  with,  viz.  585  is  still  in  excess  of  the  total  number  of  new 
births  occurring  in  1943.  It  is  estimated  that  at  the  end  of  the 
year  58%  of  the  children  under  5 years  of  age  and  88%  of  those 
between  the  ages  of  5 and  14  years  inclusive  had  been  immunised 
either  through  the  medium  of  the  Local  Authority’s  scheme  or 
otherwise.  Table  15  records  the  progress  of  the  scheme  since  its 
inception  in  1936. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

No  case  of  paratyphoid  fever  occurred  during  the  year  under 
review. 

PNEUMONIA. 

41  cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified  in  1943,  more  than  40% 
of  these  occurring  within  the  last  six  weeks  of  the  year.  7 cases 
were  removed  to  hospital  where  5 recovered  and  2 died.  3 other 
cases  nursed  at  home  died.  In  addition  a further  15  deaths  were 
recorded  from  all  forms  of  pneumonia  of  which  3 cases  nursed  at 
home  could  be  classified  reasonably  as  from  primary  or  influenzal 
pneumonia,  and  which  had  not  been  so  notified  prior  to  death. 
It  might  reasonably  be  assumed  then  that  in  1943,  44  cases  of 
primary  or  influenzal  pneumonia  had  their  origin  in  this  area 
among  which  8 deaths  occurred. 

DYSENTERY. 

No  case  of  dysentery  was  brought  to  my  notice  during  the 
year  under  review. 

MEASLES. 

168  cases  of  measles  were  notified  during  the  year  almost  all 
occurring  in  the  first  six  months  and  about  half  resulting  from  an 
outbreak  in  the  North  Ward  during  the  Spring.  No  case  was 
admitted  to  hospital  and  no  death  occurred. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

2 cases  were  notified  during  1943  and  underwent  domiciliary 
treatment  and  recovered  satisfactorily  without  subsequent  im- 
pairment of  vision. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

6 cases  were  notified  in  1943,  one  case  being  treated  in 
hospital.  No  death  occurred. 
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TABLE  15. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Persons  inoculated  each  year  from  1936-1943. 


Age  at 
date  of 
inocu- 
lation 

1936 

1937 

*1  2 

1938 

1 2 

1939 

1 2 

1940 

1 2 

1941 

1 2 

1942 

1 2 

1943 

1 2 

Total 
inoculated 
under 
five  years 
on  31st  Dec. 
1943. 

1143 

Under  1 

6 

6 

3 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

6 

12 

17 

42 

49 

49 

60 

1 

27 

12 

6 

2 

20 

24 

35 

18 

54 

60 

70 

81 

55 

75 

80 

H 

11 

5 

3 

- 

7 

3 

11 

- 

13 

24 

9 

26 

20 

23 

12 

2 

21 

3 

2 

1 

8 

8 

6 

1 

10 

19 

16 

17 

24 

9 

7 

15 

3 

2 

- 

8 

1 

4 

2 

13 

25 

16 

9 

15 

12 

7 

3 

12 

7 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

15 

29 

19 

13 

30 

20 

10 

H 

17 

2 

1 

- 

- 

4 

5 

- 

5 

20 

14 

7 

20 

10 

5 

4 

20 

5 

6 

1 

7 

3 

2 

- 

9 

22 

15 

18 

27 

14 

9 

H 

7 

3 

- 

- 

1 

3 

2 

- 

11 

18 

15 

15 

18 

12 

b 

5 

70 

25 

31 

12 

27 

29 

10 

4 

38 

38 

38 

28 

37 

41 

20 

Total 
inoculated 
aged  5-14  yrs. 
on  31st  Dec. 
1943. 

2690 

H 

82 

12 

3 

1 

10 

16 

10 

- 

31 

22 

19 

10 

19 

14 

6 

6 

79 

10 

2 

2 

4 

12 

9 

- 

25 

25 

10 

20 

21 

18 

3 

H 

64 

12 

2 

- 

2 

21 

5 

1 

17 

27 

13 

13 

12 

8 

2 

7 

78 

14 

3 

- 

3 

17 

3 

1 

11 

24 

8 

11 

11 

7 

4 

86 

8 

1 

1 

4 

2 

3 

- 

4 

16 

9 

4 

7 

2 

- 

8 

78 

7 

- 

- 

4 

5 

1 

5 

30 

5 

7 

14 

3 

1 

Si 

90 

6 

3 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 ! 

5 

30 

4 

4 

15 

2 

- 

9 

91 

5 

3 

- 

3 

1 

- 

- ! 

3 

20 

o 

3 

16 

5 

2 

9i 

82 

3 

2 

- 

4 

- 

- 

3 

18 

3 

3 

15 

2 

2 

10 

75 

1 

- 

- 

3 

- 

1 

3 

19 

1 

2 

25 

4 

2 

m 

80 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

15 

- 

2 

11 

- 

- 

11 

88 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

18 

1 

1 

9 

3 

1 

Hi 

80 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

5 

21 

1 

6 

13 

- 

- 

12 

75 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

13 

- 

7 

5 

2 

3 

I2i 

83 

1 

5 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

15 

- 

6 

5 

1 

1 

13 

68 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

6 

- 

7 

1 

4 

3 

- 

m 

73 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

12 

1 

4 

1 

1 

14 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

— 

-L. 

16  + 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Total 
inoculated 
aged  15  yrs. 
& over  on 

3 1st  Dec.  1943 

1077 

Total 
each  yr. 

1568 

247 

141 

266 

327 

907 

869 

585 

4910 

*1  — Jan.  to  June.  2=  July  to  Dec.  Appendix  to  page  20. 


TABLE  16. 

Ward  Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  since  1933. 
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TABLE  17.  NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  FROM  CERTAIN  DISEASES. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH. 

127  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified  in  1943  of  which 
2 were  treated  in  hospital.  No  death  occurred. 

CEREBRO  SPINAL  FEVER. 

3 cases  were  notified  as  suffering  from  this  disease  and  all 
recovered. 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS,  PUERPERAL  SEPSIS, 

ACUTE  POLIOENCEPHALITIS,  ACUTE  ENCEPHALITIS 
LETHARGICA  AND  MALARIA. 

No  case  of  these  diseases  occurred. 

CHICKEN  POX. 

24  cases  of  chicken  pox  were  known  to  have  occurred  in  1943. 
All  cases  were  nursed  at  home  and  no  death  occurred. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

23  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  16  cases  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year  1943. 


Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  continues  to  appear  in  the  adult 
population,  11  of  the  cases  notified  being  over  the  age  of  15  years. 
7 of  the  non-pulmonary  cases  notified  suffered  from  diseases  of  the 
glands  and  3 from  bone  and  joint  disease.  The  number  of  new 
cases  notified  and  the  number  of  deaths  are  shown  in  Table  18. 

At  the  end  of  1943,  61  males  and  50  females  were  listed  in 
the  register  of  tuberculosis  as  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
and  39  males  and  39  females  listed  as  suffering  from  non-pulmonary 
disease,  giving  a total  of  189  residents  in  the  district  formally 
registered  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 
REGULATIONS,  1925. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925,  SECTION  172. 

No  action  was  taken  under  these  enactments  during  the  year 
under  review. 


TABLE  18. 

Cases  Notified  and  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during 

1943. 

NEW  CASES 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

DEATHS 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

Ages 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F.  ' 

0-1 

— — 



— 

— 



1-5 

— 

2 1 

— 

— 

1 1 

5-10 

— — 

1 1 

— 

— 

— , — 

10-15 

_ — 

— ■ — 

— 

— 

— — 

15-20 

1 — 

3 — 

2 

— 

— 1 

20-25 

— 1 

2 2 

— 

1 

1 — 

25-35 

1 7 

1 1 

1 

— 

— — 

35-45 

3 2 

1 — 

3 

— 

— 1 

45-55 

4 3 

— 1 

2 

3 

— 1 

55-65 

— 1 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

65  and 
over 

— — 

— — 

1 

1 

— — 

9 14 

10  6 

9 

5 

2 4 

23 

16 

14 

6 

22 


TABLE  19. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES! 

Number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified,  number  of  deaths  from  these  diseases, 
cases  removed  to  hospital,  and  deaths  in  hospital  during  the  year  1943. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER.  SUPPL‘Y.>-  :■ 

Ko  'ch’ange  in  the' area’s  water  supply  took  place  in  the  year 

under  review. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.  . - ' : ’ 

New  Street  Works.  No.  street  works  were  carried  out  in 
--I  too 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION.  ..  . 

5 waste  water  closets  were  converted  during  1943. 

; 820  stoppages  of  waste  water  closets  were  reported  during 

1943  representing  26.54%  of  the  total  number  of  this  type  as 
against  56  stoppages  of  fresh  water  closets  representing  0.79%. 
In  addition  302  drains  were  cleared. 

y'The  unsatisfactory  hygienic  status  of  the  waste  water  closet 
has-been  referred  to  regularly  in  these  reports  and  their  mechanical 
, inefficiency  as  measured  by  the  frequency  of  obstruction  has  been 
‘ duly  recorded  each  year.  There  is  now  the  added  difficulty  of 
( obtaining  replacement  parts  so  that  occasions  exist  when  a waste 
' water  closet  is  out  of  action  for  weeks  on  end.  A complete  scheme 
for  the  V elimination  of  the  waste  water  closet  from  the  area  is  a 
^ need  of  the  immediate  future. 


' The  district  is  well  supplied  with  portable  covered  ashbins  of 
a good  type  though  here  also  replacement  is  temporarily  a difficult 
‘problem. 


TABLE 

20. 

No.  of  W.C’s 

fixed  in  houses, , 

No.  of 

No.  of 

clubs,  etc.. 

Con- 

closets 

, Type  of 

closets, 

additional  to 

verted, 

at  end 

■ closet 

1942 

conversions 

1943 

of 

' .......  



during  1943 

» 

1943 

Pail  closets 

339 





339 

Waste  Water  Closets 

3,093 

— 

5 

3,089 

Fresh  Water  Closets 

6,983 

31 

5 

7,019 

Total 

10,415 

31 

6 

10,447 

— 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

17  private  houses  were  disinfested  during^  the  year  all  being 
dealt  with  under  contract  by  the  hydrocyanide  method.  No 
council  house  was  involved. 

k 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

During  the  year  1943,  16,071  school  children  attended  the 
swimming  baths  in  conducted  parties  as  part  of  their  organised 
education. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

The  following  table  furnished  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  gives 
a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  inspectorate  staff  during 
the  year  under  review. 


TABLE  21. 

Summary  of  Work  Done. 

No.  of  Investigations  made  in  Notifiable  diseases  ...  ...  ...  330 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  549 

No.  of  Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  214 

No.  of  Houses  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

No.  of  Pail  Closets  converted  to  Fresh  Water  Closets  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  Waste  Water  Closets  converted  to  Fresh  Water  Closets  ...  5 

No.  of  visits  to  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

No.  of  visits  to  Slaughter  Houses,  Butchers’  Shops,  and  places 

where  food  is  prepared  for  sale  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  250 

No.  of  visits  to  Farms  ...  ...  .,.  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

No.  of  Milk  Samples  examined  (Biologically)  ...  ...  ..:  88 

No.  of  Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  and  recorded  (Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

No.  of  premises  licensed  for  Storage  of  Petroleum  ...  ...  ...  49 

No.  of  premises  licensed  for  Storage  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  ...  2 

No.  of  families  displaced  from  Clearance  Areas  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  complaints  dealt  with  under  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  50 
No.  of  nuisances  arising  from  blocked  closets  abated  ...  ...  876 

No.  of  nuisances  arising  from  blocked  drains  abated  ...  ...  302 

No.  of  families  transferred  from  Clearance  Areas  ...  . . . _ ...  — 

No.  of  visits  under  Shops  Act,  1934  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 
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HOUSING. 


TABLE  22. 

■ No., of  new  houses  erected  during-  the  year: — 

{ (a)  Total  (including  numbers  'given  separately 

5 under  (b)  

; (i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ......  

; , ' ' (ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  and  persons  ...... 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  - 
Acts : — 

J (i)  By  the  Local  Authority  (included  under 

(a)  (i)  above)  

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  (included 
under  (a)  (iii)  above)  

i'.— INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES 
DURING  THE  YEAR 

■ (1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 

; inspected  for  Housing  defects  (under 


Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  722 

• (b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that 

purpose  ......  873 

(2)  (a)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 
Sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Elousing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925  67 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that 

purpose  104 


(3)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  — 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  Sub- 
head found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
■ reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation)  655 

2.— REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR 
WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES:— 

No.  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  552 
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3.— ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS 
DURING  THE  YEAR: 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of 

Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect,, of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  ......  ...... 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  — 

(a)  By  owners  

(b)  By  Local  Authority...... 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 


defects  to  be  remedied  4 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  ....;,  ......  , 4 


(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners  

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 
in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 : — 

(1)  Number  of  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing- 

Orders  were  made 

. (2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing- 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement 
or  room  having  been  rendered  fit 
HOUSING  ACT,  1936,  PART  IV— OVERCROWDING 

A.  (i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  overcrowded 


at  the  end  of  the  year  30 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 31 

(hi)  Number  of  persons  dwelling-  therein , 201 

B.  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year......  — 

C.  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding- 

relieved  during  the  -year  8 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases ; .:. 57 


27 


INSPEGTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY.  • ' ' - ■ 

The  number  of  dairy  farms  in  the  area  at  the,,  end  of  1943  was 
28,  these  possessing  532  cows.  One  of  these  farms  is  licensed  to 
produce  and  bottle  accredited  milk.  Two^  dealers’  . licenses  To 
distribute  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  were  issued  in  the  year  under 
review  a§  were  15  licenses  in  respect  of  the  distribution  of 
Pasteurised  Milk. 


TABLE  23. 


-Dairy  Farms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Dairymen  and  Shopkeepers  registered  as  retail  purveyors  ...  ...  79 

Farmers  and  Dairymen  from  out-districts  registered  as  retail 

purveyors  in  Chadderton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Shops  licensed  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Vendors  licensed  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dairymen  from  out-districts  licensed  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested 

Milk  (Certified)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


The  profoundly  unsatisfactory  character  of  some  of  the  milk 
supplied  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  resulted  in  special 
attention  being  given  to  milk  supplies  generally  in  the  autumn 
of  1942  and  investigation  was  continued  during  1943. 

Table  24  records  the  result  of  random  sampling  for  the 
presence  of  tubercle  baciUi  of  milk  sold  from  dairies  and  milk 
floats  within  the  Urban  District. 


TABLE  24. 

RVsiilt  of  Random  Sampling,  for  the  Presence  of  Tubercle 


Bacilli, 

of  Milk  Sold  in 

the  District. 

Total 

% 

Year 

Positive 

Negative 

Samples 

Positive 

1932  

2 

8 

10 

20 

1933  ... 

1 

17 

18 

5.5 

1934  ... 

2 

17 

19 

10.5 

1935  ... 

0 

11 

11 

— 

1936  ... 

3 

18 

21 

~ 14.3 

1937 

8 

50 

58 

13.7 

1938  .^. 

6 

42...  . 

. ..  ...  48  

12.5 

1939  

~ 0 , 

24,' 

24. 

— 

1940  ...  ' ^ 

5 

57  ■ ' 

62. 

8.1 

1941  ...  ‘ L.. 

■'4' 

'...  26 

:..  30 

13.3 

1942  

9 

53 

62 

12.9 

1943  

10 

82 

92 

10.9 

28 


During <tiie  past*  six  years  10.7%' of  all  samples 'examined  for 
tubercle  bacilli  have  been  found  to  contain  these  organisms  whereas 
not  one  positive  result  has  been  obtained  from  samples  of  milk 
sold  under  license  as  pasteurised.* 

Table  25  shows  in  greater  detail  the  source  of  the  milk 
sampled  and  the  character  of  the  tests  carried  out.  . 

54.3%  of  the  samples  failed  to  pass  a standard  of  bactei%l 
cleanliness  and  safety  as  respresented  by  the  tests  indicated  in  the 
table  and  46.7%  of  the  samples  did  not  achieve  the  bacterial 
count  standard  appropriate  to  their  grade.  

The  Authority  joined  with  neighbouring  Authorities  in  the 
Manchester  area  in  making  joint  representation  to  the  Ministries  of 
Health,  Food  and  Agriculture  on  the  unsatisfactory  quality  of  the  f 
milk  being  supplied  in  South  East  Lancashire. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

During  1943,  200  visits  were  paid  by  sanitary  inspectors  to 
meat  shops,  bakehouses  and  places  where  food  is  stored  or  prepared 
for  sale. 

CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 
OF  FOOD. 

Sampling  of  foodstuffs  is  carried  out  by  a County  Council 
sanitary  inspector  with  the  active  assistance  and  co-operation  of 
the  sanitary  staff  of  this  Authority.  The  results  of  analysis  of 
samples  investigated  have  been  supplied  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  are  shown  grouped  in  Table  26. 


TABLE  26. 

No.  of  Samples  No.  of  Samples 



Sample 

taken 

Genuine 

Prosecutions 

Milk  

27 

25  ... 

2* 

Fish  Paste 

1 

1 

— 

Aspirin  Tablets 

1 

1 

Saccharine  Tablets 

1 

i ■ ... 

— 

Crushed  Linseed 

1 

1 



Peach  Jam 

1 

1 



Cream  of  Tartar 

1 

1 

— '■ 

Yeast  ... 

1 

1 

Talcum  Powder  ...  1 ... 

* 1 Prosecution  (case  dismissed). 

1 

1 case  revealed  a deficiency  of  15%  solids-not-fat  with 
15%  added  water.  Prosecuted  and  fined  ;^10  and 
costs  14s.  6d. 
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Analysis  of  Milk  Samples  which  have  been  Examined  Biologically  during  the  Year  1943. 
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No.  of  Samples  No.  of  Samples  No.  of  Samples  No.  of  Samples  No.  of  Samples  T.B.  of  samples 
Source  No.  of  which  failed  which  satisfied  which  failed  which  satisfied  satisfying  unsatis- 

Supply Samples  the  test  the  test  the  test  the  test  both  tests  factory 

Accredited 

Milk.  4 2 2 1 3 1 Nil  75.00 


« 
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